Specifically, the Bureau:
 has been established to publish authoritative, easy-to-digest research and analysis to inform policy development  will support the Department's role as the advisor on communications policy  has established work stream priorities in economics, market analysis, data and statistics, and economics communication, and  will build its reputation for providing robust, independent, expert economic and technological research. I expect that the work of the Bureau will be a mix of shorter-term projects that are built around a program of longer term research initiatives. Projects will be relevant to the issues and priorities identified, and will be undertaken in consultation with the Department's policy areas, the Minister and wider stakeholders. The Bureau will be publishing some material externally, while other work will feed into initiatives already underway within the Department. 
PP:
The communications, digital technology, media and post sector is central to our overall economic competitiveness and productivity. The sector is future-focused and intrinsic to the performance of other sectors across the economy from agriculture to financial services.
Within the sector we are familiar with the digital revolution but we need to do more work to set out how this is shaping our economy, undertake research to ensure that this is as productive and economically efficient as possible and identify the barriers to future growth and competition. I am expecting that the Bureau's research program in its first year will be working across the following layers of investigation:
 Understanding the fundamental role of ICT in economy-wide productivity growth-that warrants the same intense level of attention/priority as financial and labour market reform  Cataloguing the likely sources of inefficiency in ICT markets-recognising that these are likely to be different to those traditionally addressed due to ICT convergence and the deep interconnectedness of the ICT sector with all economic (and social) activity  Identifying the top-priorities for reform in telecoms, media, post, computing and applications markets-to enable these markets to operate as efficiently as possible  Establishing and pursuing the BCR's research, market analysis and database programfor the immediate and longer term.
Along the way the activities we are planning include leading indicators, comparative policy studies, market design issues and snapshots into new data and research that will put the Bureau on the map, so-to-speak. ajTDE: As Chief Economist and Head of the Bureau, what do you see will be the main challenges to delivering in this area? PP: I am conscious that as a 'digital born' research team, we are well placed to see such things as the growth of big data and the Internet of Things in a larger field which is always seeking to be at the forefront of innovation. A key challenge for the Bureau, as a small team, is to balance the competing priorities, focus on adding value and, above all, be relevant and influential. The Bureau is developing strategies to overcome these challenges so we can thereby support the Department's policy leadership role, build stronger stakeholder relationships and stimulate informed discussion on policy and regulatory issues. It's a very exciting time.
